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Adedoyin Aguoru
Adedoyin Aguoru graduated in International Relations, English Studies and 

Comparative Studies from Obafemi Awolowo University, University of Ibadan 

and University of Ilorin. She was a visiting scholar at the Arts Research Centre, 

Ritsumeikan University, Kyoto, Japan in 2007. Her research efforts span gender 

related discourses, comparative literary studies, studies in national and cultural 

identity, and comparative studies in Nigerian and Japanese theatre. A playwright, 

Aguoru lectured in the Department of English and Performing Arts, Olabisi 

Onabanjo University for over a decade and presently lectures at the English 

Department, University of Ibadan. She is currently President of the African 

Association for Japanese Studies.

Títílope F. Ajàyí
Títílope F. Ajàyí is a self-styled pracademic with expertise in gender, peace and 

security. Over the past 15 years, she has conducted research and advocacy in 

these areas with a focus on Africa. Her current work centres on women and 

terror in Africa, the intersections of national and global frameworks on women, 

peace and security, and gendered constructions of victimhood in the Boko Haram 

conflict. Ajàyí’s previous experience includes research positions with International 

Crisis Group and consultancies for UN Women. She is currently nearing comple-

tion of a PhD in International Affairs at the University of Ghana, studying gender 

and activism within the Boko Haram conflict. Her article, “Women, Internal 

Displacement and the Boko Haram Conflict: Broadening the Debate”, was pub-

lished in African Security in March 2020.
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Donna Andrews is a researcher in the area of capitalism and nature. She conve-

nes the Southern African Rural Women’s Assembly Feminist Schools, serves as 

a juror for the Permanent People’s Tribunal, and is a member of the feminist 

Rita Edwards Collective, Joburg Feminist Circle and Southern African Feminist 

Economics Fridays intiative. For over a decade, she was active on trade issues 
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in Southern Africa and worked for the Jubilee South Debt Movement. Andrews 

is a research associate with the Department of Anthropology and Development 

Studies, University of Johannesburg. Prior to this, she was with the Critical Food 

Studies Programme, University of the Western Cape, where she explored the poli-

tical economy and philosophical implications of food in the context of social 

subjects’ relations to nature. 

Abiodun Baiyewu
Abiodun Baiyewu is the Executive Director of Global Rights, a non-governmental 

organisation whose work covers themes such as Access to Remedies, Women’s 

Rights, Natural Resource Governance, Civic Space Strengthening, and Security 

and Human Rights. Her work focuses on programmes addressing governance 

failures which exacerbate the disenfranchisement and violation of the rights of 

the poor, marginalised women, and victims of discrimination. Baiyewu is the 

Co-Chair of the Steering Committee of the African Coalition for Corporate 

Accountability—a coalition of more than 130 organisations across 30 African 

countries. She is Chair of the Justice & Empowerment Initiative and a member of 

the governing boards of Annies’ Place, Srarina Initiative, Workforce, WEEVO, and 

the Initiative for Participation and Inclusive Development. 
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Isabel Casimiro is a researcher at the Centre of African Studies, Eduardo Mondlane 

University, Mozambique, currently teaching and directing the Department of 

Development Studies and Gender. She co-founded Women and Law in Southern 

Africa Research and Education Trust, WLSA in 1988 and Fórum Mulher in 1993. 

From 1995 to 1999, she was a Member of Parliament on behalf of the Frelimo party. 

Casimiro has been President of the Council for the Development of Social Science 

Research in Africa (CODESRIA) since 2018. Her books include “Peace on Earth, War 

at Home”: Feminism and Women’s Organizations in Mozambique (2004), reedited 

in Brazil, Universidade Federal de Pernambuco (2014) and African Women’s 

Movements: Changing Political Landscapes (2009), co-authored with Aili Mari 

Tripp, Joy Kwesiga and Alice Mungwa.
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Teresa Cunha is a senior researcher at the Centre for Social Studies at the University 

of Coimbra where she lectures in several PhD Courses and co-coordinates the 

publication “Oficina do CES”, the Gender Workshop Series, and the Research 

Programme “Epistemologies of the South”. She also coordinates the Advanced 

School “Feminist Ecologies of Knowledges”. Cunha is an associate professor at 

the College of Education of the Polytechnic College Coimbra and an associate 

researcher at the Council for the Development of Social Science Research in Africa 

(CODESRIA) and the Centre for African Studies at Eduardo Mondlane University, 

Mozambique. Her research interests are feminisms and postcolonialisms; feminist 

economies and women’s economies; post-war transition, peace and memories; 

and women’s human rights in the Indian Ocean space. 

Nzira de Deus
Nzira de Deus is a feminist activist and women’s rights defender. She has a degree 

in international relations and diplomacy with a specialisation in gender studies.  

She is executive director of Fórum Mulher Mozambique—the national network 

of 80 organisations that advocate for gender policies and legislation on women’s 

rights. De Deus is also the national coordinator within the global feminist move-

ment, The World March of Women (WMW). She is passionate about the mass 

mobilisation of women in efforts to dismantle the patriarchal system, overcome 

the oppression of women, and eradicate violence against women.

Marianna Fernandes
Marianna Fernandes is an activist working within the World March of Women. 

She is currently pursuing her PhD in Geography at the University of Lausanne. 

As a researcher and activist, she works on topics at the intersection of feminism, 

anti-capitalism and political ecology. You can reach her by writing to marian-

nafsb@gmail.com

Samantha Hargreaves
Samantha Hargreaves  is an African ecofeminist activist with three decades of 

experience on the land, agrarian and extractives terrain. She has worked as a 

field worker, researcher, campaigner, strategist and programme manager in local, 

South African, African and international organisations. She has also consistently 



volunteered her time and skills to movements, solidarity efforts, campaigns and 

support organisations working on violence against women. She is the founder 

of WoMin, which was launched in late 2013, and currently serves as its Director. 

She has a Masters in Development Studies from University of the Witwatersrand, 

South Africa.

Shireen Hassim
Shireen Hassim is Canada 150 Research Chair in Gender and African Studies 

at Carleton University, Ottawa, and Visiting Professor, Wits Institute for Social 

and Economic Research (WiSER), Wits University. She has written and edited 

several books, including No Shortcuts to Power: Women and Policymaking in 

Africa, and Go Home or Die Here: Violence, Xenophobia and the Politics of 

Difference in South Africa. Women’s Organisations and Democracy: Contesting 

Authority won the Victoria Shuck Award for Best Book in Women and Politics 

from the American Political Science Association. Her interests lie in feminist 

theory and politics, collective action and histories of mobilisation of women, and 

social policies and gender. Her most recent book was an archival recuperation of 

the work of the South African sociologist, Fatima Meer. 

Margaret Mapondera
Margaret Mapondera is a feminist who has supported movements across Southern 

Africa and around the world for over seven years, facilitating creative ways to 

document human experience as well as struggles for justice. Before coming 

to WoMin, she worked at Just Associates (JASS), a global feminist movement 

building organisation committed to amplifying the voice and visibility of women 

human rights defenders and their movements worldwide. Mapondera graduated 

from Yale with a BA in Comparative Literature, focusing on African literatures 

and African Studies.

Charmaine Pereira
Charmaine Pereira is a feminist scholar-activist living and working in Abuja, 

Nigeria. She is a member of the editorial collective of Feminist Africa. Pereira 

edited FA Special Issue 22 on the theme of “Feminists Organising – Strategy, 

Voice, Power.” Her research and writing addresses themes such as feminist thought 

and practice, the gender and sexual politics of violence, women organising and 
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the state. She is the author of Gender in the Making of the Nigerian University 

System (James Currey/Partnership for Higher Education in Africa, 2007) and 

editor of Changing Narratives of Sexuality: Contestations, Compliance and 

Women’s Empowerment (Zed, 2014). 

Gertrude Dzifa Torvikey
Gertrude Dzifa Torvikey holds a PhD in Development Studies from the Institute 

of Statistical, Social and Economic Research (ISSER), University of Ghana. She 

is the Programme Officer for Feminist Africa and had previously worked at the 

Centre for Gender Studies and Advocacy (CEGENSA), University of Ghana. 

Dzodzi Tsikata
Dzodzi Tsikata is Professor of Development Sociology and Director of the 

Institute of African Studies (IAS) at the University of Ghana. She is a member 

of the editorial collectives of Feminist Africa and Agrarian South: Journal of 

Political Economy.


